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Independence day reminder

Fireworks and celebrations go together, especially during the Fourth of July. But fireworks can be dangerous,
causing serious burn and eye injuries. That's why the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commissiomatiodaits

and state partners strongly recommend: Leave fireworks to the professionals!

All consumer fireworksn Westminsterare illegal. This includes sparklers that are mistakenly thought to be safe.
They actually burn at extremely high temperatures whan rapidly burn through clothing and skrireworks lead

to thousands of injuries requiring emergency room treatment each year. These dazzling, but dangerous devices can

burn up to 1200F and can cause burns, lacerations, amputations and blindness.

Stay safe by always leaving fireworks to professionals.
Stay back at least 500 feet from professional fireworks displays.
Treat all fireworks, whether legal or illegal for consumers, as suitable only for use by trained professionals.
If you find fireworks,do not touch them but instead direct authorities to them.
Leave any area where amateurs are using fireworks.

Words from
Chief Hall

Today marks a period of
significant change for the
Westminster Police Departmen
from the retirement of senior
officers to construction of the
new facility. These changes may
transform
W.P.D., but they will not alter the
spirit of service, excellence andg

pride  that hallmark this
department.
There is no doubt these

retirements will save the city a
great deal of money, and | have
no doubt the opportunities for
growth and promotion of current
employees will bring new energy
and
Even so, the loss of so much
experience at one time will create

the appearance of

a difficult set of challenges forlal
of us.

The same is true with our new
facility which will vastly improve

the quality and quantity of
resources available to the policg
and community. Even so, the
reconfiguration of the department
will present us with challenges.

As always, we will sive to do

our very best to protect and serve
faithfully. We ask the

community to help us by
providing feedback, presenting
ideas and continuing to partnel
with us.

Thank you for your continued
support.

ideas to the department
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Community Feedback

Members of the
community dten take
the time to let us know
how the Police
Department is doing. We
appreciate your letters, emails,
and phone calls. Hearing from
you is the best way for us to
ensure that we are serving your
needs. As always, we strive to
provide the best publicsafety
services to each and every one in
Westminster.

Submit Feedback to:
JadNell e Bel't

Services Officeir Community

Relations

Email: Jbelton@westminster
ca.gov
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Every 40 minutes rad nearly 40
times a day, someone in the United
States dies in an alcohol impaired
traffic crash according to research
by the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration. That is why
Westminster Police Department
along with other highway safety,
commuity health and law
enforcement officials are reminding
everyone this Fourth of July that
Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving
and to designate a sober driver
before the celebrations begin.

Alcohol is a major factor in fatal

crashes during the July &

holiday.

e In 2007, 34 percent of all
drivers involved in traffic

related crashes during the
Fourth of July holiday period
(6:00PM TUESDAY JULY 3
TO 559 AM THURSDAY
JULY 5, 2007) possessed a
blood alcohol concentration
(BAC) of .08 or higher.

e During the July 4th holiday
period there were a total of 200
traffic related fatalities. Out of
that number, 44 percent
involved a driver or
motorcycle rider with a BAC
of .08 or higher.

e In 2007, 41,059 people were
killed in motor vehicle crashes.
Out of that number 1298
people were killed in traffic
crashes that involved at least
one driver or motorcycle rider
with a blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) of .08 or
higher.

Plan a safe way hme before the
festivities begin so you can be

alive to the

celebration.

e Plan a safe way home before
the festivities begin

e Before drinking  please
designate a sober driver and
give that person your keys.

e |If youbre impa
call a sober friend or family
member, or use public
transportation so you are sure
to gethome safely.

e If you happen to see a drunk

enjoy next

driver on t he
hesitate to caact local law
enforcement.
Whet her youbve
many or just one
not worth the risk. Impaired

driving has serious consequences.
The tragedies and sts from
drinking and driving impaired do
not just end at the potential death,
disfigurement, disability and injury
caused by impaired drivers.

Driving with a BAC of .08 or

higher is illegal in every state. Yet
too many people still ignore the
law. Accord n g t o t h
Uniform Crime Report over 1.4
million people were arrested for
driving under the influence during
2006.

Driving impaired or riding with
someone who is impaired is not
worth the risk. The consequences
are serious and real. Not only do
you risk kiling yourself or
someone else, but the trauma ang
financial costs of a crash or an
arrest for driving while impaired
can be really significant and not the
way you want to celebrate the July
4th holiday.

People that break the law, often
face jail time, the loss of their
driverds ' icense
rates, and dozens of other
unanticipated  expenses  from
attorney fees, other fines and court]
costs, car towing and repairs, lost
time at work, etc.

Over the Limit. Under Arrest.
This Fourth of July

This summer,
of July end in an arredtor even
worse, death. Make  smart
decisions. Plan ahead, so you can
asgure apafe way homey Whether
youbve had way
one too many,
risk.

Remember, Buzzed Drivin is
PoH@k BobhvtnNg.
behind a wheel of a vehicle when
you are impaired.

YOUR')
THIS JULY 4TH

START SMART
DRIVING PROGRAM

On Tuesday, April 21, 2B,
members of the Westminster Police
Department Traffic Division in
cooperation with the @lifornia
HRyAWaY Palirol, imBde Yol Rafli€ ©
safety presentation to the senior
class at Westminster High School.
Safe driving techniques via the
CHPOs START
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program were the key elements
presented through discussion, video
presentation and a gstéon/answer
period.

Students and faculty participated as

impaired drivers, wearing the
AFATAL VI SI ONoO g
give the wearer the visual

impression of being under the
influence of alcohol.Field sobriety
tests were given and some
participants pddled a tricycle
through a cone pattern while
wearing the goggles

The studentalsoenjoyed watching
their teachers and school staff ride
the tricycle into the cones, while
wearing the FATAL VISION
goggles. Each student received

. . ” National Prayer Breakfast held
handouts including A Ev e ry nually in Washington, D.Qt is
Minuteso program pRlsgnbd ik affnfidr fofitical,
temporary  antdrinking ~ and social and business leaders of the
driving tattoos and key chains. community to assemble together

and build relationships which might
NEW CITY not otherwise be possible.
MAAGER "It is, of course, the Golden Rule
) ;

<)

City Council cast their votes and on
May 1, 2009; the City of
Westminster welcomed Donald D.
Lamm as our new City Manager.

On May 4, 2009, WPD personnel
were invited to an informal meeting
with the new City Manager to
discuss who he is and what he
plans to do for the cityOf this new
venture, Mr. Lamm said he is
looking forward to the
0 g @ppoewsiities ardi theh challenges
that come withthe job. We know
that he is well equipped to handle
anything that may come his way.
The future of the City of
Westminster is bright with Donald
D. Lamm as City Manager.

MAYOR RI
PRAYER
BREAKFAST

CE

On May 7, 2009The Westminster
Prayer Breakfast Comittee and
Mayor Margie Rice joied business
and civic leaders of Westminster
for the 15th Annual Westminster
Mayords Prayer B

This event is patterned after the

thecal | to | ové@&o o
understand one another; to treat
with dignity and respect those with
whom we share a brief moment on
this Earth."

-President Obama at the National
Prayer Breakfast in Washington on
February 5, 2009.

Community Coalition
Human Trafficking
Meeting

to

refers
transportatiorof persons for forced
.. Jabor, sexual exploitation or other
D Jllicit activities. It is estimated that
more than one million people are

Human trafficking

trafficked annually around the
world; some experts say it could be
double that.

Human trafficking has become
global busineses that generate
huge profits for traffickers and
organize criminal groups. Because
of its clandestine nature, human
trafficking is likely to remain an
increasingly underreported crime.
In an effort to raise awareness, on
May 13, 2009, the Westminster

e ammyniy Coalition for Safe and
Healthy Youth held a meeting to
address this problem.

N eAt tReNrfebticE Mafk Abend, the
Group Supervisor for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE),
shared his experience involving
human trafficking by telling about
his first human trafficking victim
Shyima whom he met in 2001.

At age seven, Shyima went with
her mother to visit her sister, who
was working as a slave for a
family. The family told the mother
they didnét want

t
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so the mother left Shyimanére to
take
to take care of twin boys (who were
almost as old as she was) and to
clean the bathrooms. The family
moved to America where Shyima
took on extra duties of cleaning,
laundry and doing dishes. They
lived in a nillion dollar house with
plenty of room yet Shyima was
made to sleep in the garage.

Shyima was in attendance at the
meeting to share her experiences a$
a victim of human trafficking.
When she was 12, a neighbor
called authorities and told them she
believed there was a child living in
the home who did not go to school.
After her rescue, Shyima was
extremely afraid because she had
been told if the police came they
would arrest her and her family,
and that her family would lose a lot
of money. After being resied she
was adopted by a loving family. It
was not until she was in high
school that Shyima realized she had
been a victim and by then she had
learned enough English that she
could start talking about it. Shyima
is now a healthy well adjusted 19
year otl. She is attending college,
and plans to go into law
enforcement.

Sandie Morgan, the Administrator
of the Orange County Human
Trafficking Task Force (OCHTTF),
introduced Maria whomshe had

me t at a womenos
served 22% years for a murderesh
did not commit.

At age 16 Maria came to America
with her family with the hope of
finding a better placefor her to live

Her family went back home, leaving
Maria with hersister.One day Maria

was approached by a woman asking

her if she wanted a job deaning
houss and answering phoneg
stipulating that Mariavas not to tell
her family about it until it had been
worked out.

the sisterop

After some time,the woman came
pghima anel .took Magido njeet kthe w
employer. The ride to meet the
employer was long, Maria did bho
know where she was and shecame
very nervous Once there, Maria
noticed numerous locks on the
windows and doors. Even the phong
had a lock on it. She kept telling
them she wanted to go home but they
always had an excuses towhy they
would take helater.

Finally, one day the man told her she
belonged to him because he paid
$200 for her and she was his slave
He cut her beautiful long hair and
told her the only way she was going
to leave the house was if she died
After years of rape andbase, a
neighbor killed the man. Maria was
handed the weapon amastructedto
clean it up and hide it under the
porch, which she didBecause of her
actions, and due to nbgavng a good
attorney Maria spent years in prison
While there, she learned Englishca
was able to obtain an education whilg
helping others.

When Dr. Elizabeth Leonardwas
interviewing Maria in prison she
realized Maria had been a victim of
human trafficking. Maria did not
realize she had been a victim. Dr.
Leonard was able to armrge for
qualified attorneys who were
successful in gettinlylaria out of jail.

Since then, Maridas been invited to
gpeak atothe . UnitddlaNafioas.She
currently works for the National
Council of Jewish Women, Recovery
Center for Women and facilitates
various counseling groups

* Dr. Elizabeth Dermody Leonard is
Professor of Sociology at Vanguard
University. Hemain areas of research
and publishing are intimate partner
violence, women prisoners, and child
sexual abuse. Dr. Leonard'ssearch
on battered women who Kill their
abusers is being used by legislators,
law professors, and advocates for
convicted battered women.

WPOA MEMORIAL

CEREMONY
On Wednesday, May 13, 2009, the
Westminster Police Department
held its third annual Police
Memorial Ceremony athe Police
Officers Memorial in the Civic
Center. As you may know the
memorial was constructed in 2007
to honor the first two officers,
Lieutenant Ron Weber and Officer
Steve Phillips, who lost their lives
in the service of the Westminster
community. Selgeant Marcus

Frank was added last year after he
passed away from complications

due to a work related illness.
[52 A TR A il

The ceremony is held each year
during National Police Officers
Me mor i al we e k .
ceremony Chief Hall stressed the
importance 6having the memorial
to honor the manner in which each
of the officers lived their lives.
Included in the ceremony was a
special presentation to Mrs. Rosie
Wilkins, the wife of Westminster
Police Chaplain Charlie Wilkins
who recently passed away. Mrs.
Wilkins received a large, framed
photograph  of her husband
captured by Officer Alan Iwashita
during a wedding ceremony earlier
this“year.
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DEMILLE
ELEMENTARY

SCHOOLO6S OFFk

APPRECIATION

In celebration of National Police

Officers Memorial Week, on May

20, 2009, students of DeMille

Elementary hosted an officer
appreciation lunch. Additionally,

each student fiad
as a pen pal. Their letters were
delivered to each of our officers
who in turn wrote back to each of
the students.

We apprecia the effortsof these
students and their generosity did

Accident Causing
Violations and Problem
Areas

In reviewing Crossroads traffic
collision statisticsfrom Januaryl,
2009 to present there were 60
reported collisions. Seveniwo
percent (72%) or 435 of the
collisions were notinjury, and 28
percent (28%) or 166 were injury
resulting in 222 injured parties.

Unsafe speedvas determined to be
the primary collision factor in 25%
of the collisiors, right of way
violations were responsible for
12.5% of the collisions andnsafe

0 Pk) ecbifennBst and

turning movements 12% of the
collisions. Seventgix percent
(76%) or 457 of the collisions
o€CurreR during the week, with a
majority occurring Wednesday
Friday. Sixteen @rcent (16%) or
96 occurred on Wednesday, 15% or
92 on Thursday and 17% or 104 on
Friday compared to 14% occurring
on Saturday and 10% on Sunday.

The top 10 high incident
intersections for the same time
period are by order of rank-(l0):
(1) Beach ad Westminster, (2)
Beach and Trask, (3) Beach and
Bolsa,, (4) Goldenwesévind Bolsa,
stminéier,
(6) Goldenwest and Westminster
Mall Access Rd., (7) Magnolia and
Bolsa, (8) Newland and Hazard, (9)
Magnolia and McFadden, and a tie
for tenh place between (10)
McFadden and Bushard and (10)
Westminster and Willow.

CELL PHONE LAW

VIOATIONS
Since January of this
year, Traffic and

Patrol Officers have

written a total 0f463

cell phone citations,
to drivers who refuse to obey the
law requirig a hands free device
while talking and driving. The law
was put in place partly (based on
traffic statistics) because a number
of drivers, who had been involved
in collisions, admitted to using their
cell phones, at the time of the
collision. It is unmstakably
evident that using a cell phone is a
distraction to drivers.

Thanks to all who stopped and
warned or citedviolators. | have
no doubt that you helped to better
educate these drivers and rediice
traffic  collisions caused by
inattention.

NEW FACES

;

Dispather Linette Milligan

On Tuesday, June, 92009, our
WPD family grew by two. Our
newest full time employeesare
Officer Kees Davis, who was
reclassified from Reserve Officer to
full time Police Office in April of
this year, and Dispatcher Linette
Milligan. Both were sworn in at a
ceremony attended by family,
friends and WPD personnel.

Please join us in welcomingpem
to WPD!

Click it or Ticket

Seatbelt Enforcement Saturation

Thanks toeveryonewho worked so
diligently on satbelt enforcement
during the saturation in the month
of May . T Neéxts
Generation Click It or Ticket
campaign is year long. It began in
November witha saturation and is
going to end in September. During
the months between saturations we
had 14 officers working seatbelt
enforcement working five-hour
shifts. During tle saturation
months of November and May,
there were 225 (5 hour) slots of
overtime for seatbelt enforcement.

yea



The May saturation this year tied WPD EXPLORER
169seatbelt citations. PROGRAM

Thanks for all of your hard work.
Many of you wrote a number of
seatbelt tickets, whether you were
working CIOT, or just conducting
routine traffic stops during your
tour of duty. The top fiveicket
writersfor May were:

Officer Jim Gist

) 20 Years ofService
Officer Ken Pate 47 Explorers John Carrasco, Jesse

Officer Paul Walker 25 Carrasco and Warner Rich
Officer Jim Delk 23
Officer Jeremy Fletcher 15
Officer Matt Edinger 9

RETIREMENTS

There comes a point in all of our
lives when we realize that we have —
reached the end of our career. Officer Clemente Bustos
Please join us in wisihg seven of 16 Years of Service Explorer Thomas Nadolski
our dedicated colkgues the best as
they enter this new phase in their
lives.

Explorers Warner Rich, Jesse
Carrasco, John Carrasco and
Thomas Nadolski graduated from
the Orange County Law
Enforcement Explorer Advisors
Association (O.C.L.E.E.AA)

] Police Academy
Officer Scott Storey

16 Years of Service

This year 6s academy
Sergeant Mark Groh the Los Alamitos Joint Forces
40 Years of Service Training Base. The Explorer
Academy is a 4%lay, livein,
intense academy designed to
challenge Explorers hysically,
mentally, and emotionally to
achieve goals greater than that
which they thought capable of
obtaining. During the Explorer
Academy, Explorers participate in
numerous law enforcement related
training classes (classroom and

Special Services Assistant
Doreen van Lith
25 Years of Service

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR handson) and physical raining.
SERVICE TO THIS They are required to take both
COMMUNITY. IT WAS A written a_nd physical tests on the
PLEASURE WORKING WITH last daywith th_e expectancy that gll
YOU AND WE WISH YOU ALL Explorers maintain a grade point
THE BEST. average (G.P.A.) of 2.0

CONGRATULATIONS! . .
This program is mandatory to all

police explorers in O.C.L.E.E.A.A.
and they must aténd the academy
within one year of joining a post.

Sergeant John Leahy
28 Years of Service




